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Kimberly A. Montroy 

526 West Addison Street #217 

Chicago, Illinois 6061 l-4707 

Dr. Jane Henney, Commissioner 
Food and Drug Administration 
5600 Fishers Lane 
Rockville, MD 20857 

Dear Dr. Henney, 

I am writing in support of Petition #99P-0485 to urge you to ban medically useful antibiotics from livestock 
feed. 

For decades, livestock producers have fed human antibiotics to hogs, cows and poultry to speed their 
growth or counteract the effects of crowded living conditions and poor hygiene. Mounting evidence has 
proven that the overuse of antibiotics for livestock makes the drugs less effective for humans. 

Though I know my lone voice may have little or no impact on your decision, I wanted to write to share my 
story of how this shortsighted use of important drugs affects me. I have been plagued with a host of 
chronic immune disorders since birth. As I grow older, I find that I can’t be desensitized to the ever- 
widening list of triggers to which my body will overreact. Avoiding these triggers as best I can, taking daily 
maintenance medications to alleviate my symptoms, and sometimes simply enduring the physical pain or 
breathing difficulties that these triggers create are my only options. 

I am sensitive to several different classes of antibiotics. In fact, there are only two major classes of 
antibiotics that I can safely take. There are other antibiotics classes that I have not yet been exposed to, 
and therefore may tolerate, but my doctor informs me that those that are left are so-called “super-drugs,” 
and he prefers not to prescribe them for routine bacterial infections, lest I should build up immunity to 
them and then not have even these rearguard options available to me should I ever become gravely ill. 
Even so, the possibility still exists that for me, the cure may be worse than the disease. 

I have a profound reason to fear anything that will further limit my already narrow medical options for 
treating bacterial infections. Adding antibiotics to livestock feed, especially combined with the rash of 
antibacterial personal care and household products on the market - and the new wave of highly drug- 
resistant bacteria they create - poses a significant health hazard to me. I can’t afford to have the few 
drugs T can fake become less effective for me. There aren’t enough entirely new antibiotics being 
developed to take the place of those that lose efficacy against these new strains of bacteria. 

Scientists, health organizations and governments around the world are urging that antibiotics not be 
squandered on fattening livestock. The World Health Organization recommended that antibiotics used to 
treat humans not be used to promote animal growth. The GAO reported that “research has linked three 
diseases with antibiotic-resistant strains affecting humans to the use of antibiotics in animals;” and the 
European Union has already banned human antibiotics in animal feed. 

I urge you not to allow an antibiotic to be used in livestock feed if, that antibiotic is used in hum-an ___. _” 
medicine. Please tell me how you plan to address this looming health crisis. 

Sincerely, 
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